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Fiona Thornewill and Catharine Hartley walked their way into history and the
record books recently as they became the first ever women to walk to both Poles.

t the age of seven Mike
‘ s Thornewill was told a
bedtime story by his father
that would inspire him into the

record books. The story was about
Scott of the Antarctic.

The 38 year old
Nottinghamshire police sergeant
and his wife Fiona, 34, a
Recruitment Consultant, have
become the first married couple to
walk to both the North and South
poles,

They completed the South
Pole trek in 1999. Their latest trip
was shared by Blue Peter floor
manager Catharine Hartley, 35 and

Above: Fiona Thornewill (left) with Catharine Hartley.

their Canadian guide Paul Landry,
45. Mrs Thornewill and Miss
Hartley also went into the record
books as the first women to walk
both poles

They set a goal to walk 12
miles a day but this was often
wrecked by the shifting ice floes
which, without them realising it,
were dragging them inexorably
backwards. A sled was almost lost
on one occasion when it slid into
the water and on another

occasion, when the ice gave way,
three of the party plunged to their
knees in slush. Fortunately there
was a fourth person to haul them
out. They also dodged the threat
of Polar Bears.

It took them 55 days, in
temperatures that fell to -67f (-
55c¢) although, as they walked the
last few yards, they were bathed in
sunshine. Miss Hartley carried a
toy polar bear called Oliver, which
will be auctioned for the charity

Sense, which works for the deaf
and blind. Someone has already
bid £25,000 for him. And to top it
all they raised a five figure sum for
the Macmillan Cancer Relief charity
and the NSPCC.

Neways played a role in the
expedition by supplying Maximol,
Revenol and LifeSport products
during the training sessions prior
to departure. Peak fitness was
essential and Neways helped the
team reach the fitness required.

We congratulate Mike, Fiona
and Catharine on their fantastic
achievement.

Catharine poses for the camera.
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\Gathatine checks her sled before moving out.
Ihset, A'support aircraft use by the expedition.




