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Tesco sued over
mouthwash girl
who almost died

TESCO, the high street
supermarket chain, is being
sued by the parents of a child
who fell into a coma and
almost died after taking a sip
of mouthwash containing 22
per cent alcohol.

Jessica Speers was aged
two when she collapsed 10
minutes after sipping from
the bottle of brightly col-
oured liquid she found on the
bathroom windowsill at her
home in Worthy Down, near
Winchester, Hants.

Her mother Kim Speers,”

32, was horrified when her
daughter lost consciousness
and Jessica was taken by
ambulance to hospital.

But it was only when casu-
alty doctors sought advice
from poisons experts that
they realised that the alco-
hol-laced Tesco Extra
Strength mouthwash was to
blame. The girl was in a
coma for about half an hour
before doctors managed to
revive her by intravenously
raising her blood sugar
levels.

Zyrieda Denning, an acci-
dent and emergency consul-
tant, later told Mr and Mrs
Speers that Jessica was just
10 minutes away from being
permanently brain damaged.

Now solicitors Moore and
Blatch are beginning legal
proceedings against Tesco
on behalf of Mrs Speers, and
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her husband Terry. Tim
Blackwell, a spokesman for
the legal firm, said: ‘‘The
Speers are taking legal
action against Tesco follow-
ing the near-death of their
daughter as a result of taking
just a sip of the retailer’s
own-brand mouthwash.
‘‘Jessica went into a
hypoglycaemic coma after
swallowing the mouthwash,

which contained 22 per cent -

alcohol. The bottle was sold
without a child-proof cap and
gave no indication of the
level of alcohol contained in
the product.”

The alcoholic content of the
mouthwash is stronger than
sherry which contains 20 per
cent alcohol. Beer and lager
are 3-8.per cent and wine has
13 per cent. Only spirits like
gin and vodka, which can con-
tain up to 50 per cent alcohol,
have higher levels.

Mr Blackwell added: “The
danger of serious injury or
death to small children from
the ingestion of alcohol and
mouthwash containing alco-
hol is well-known and docu-
mented. Tesco should have
been aware of the risks and
should have fitted a child-
proof cap and given adequate
warning on the label.”

Tesco brought forward

plans to put child resistant
caps on similar products as a
result of the incident two
years ago.

Describing the accident at
the time, Mrs Speers said:
*Jessica went into the bath-
room and when I followed
her in a few minutes later,
she had the top off the
mouthwash and was making
a face. I realised she had
drunk some of it but at the
time I didn’t think anything
ofit.”

Ten minutes-later, she col-
lapsed in the sitting room, in
what Mrs Speers described
as the “‘longest half an hour
of my life”.

Tesco has responded to the
legal action by serving a
defence denying liability. No
date has yet been fixed for
the court hearing.

In a statement, Tesco said
that labels on Tesco mouth-
wash products state clearly
that they contain alcohol and
the warning to “‘Keep out of
Reach of Children”.

A spokesman for the
supermarket chain said:
““We have genuine concern
and sympathy for the Speers,
however we are advised that
the responsibility for the safe
handling in the home is
theirs not ours. We will co-
operate fully with the court
and it must decide if our
advice is correct.”





